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70%
of marijuana dispensaries
in Colorado recommended
THC products to pregnant
women

83%
of medical 

dispensaries

60%
of retail 

dispensaries

Marijuana’s effects on developing babies could include low birth weight, and

other

developmental problems – including fatal anencephaly

Denver Health,

2018



Journal of 
Pediatrics 
(2018)

Kerri A. Bertrand, Nathan J. Hanan, Gordon Honerkamp-Smith, Brookie M. Best, Christina D. Chambers.

Marijuana Use by Breastfeeding Mothers and Cannabinoid Concentrations in Breast Milk. Pediatrics, 2018; 

e20181076 DOI: 10.1542/peds.2018-1076

AAP released statement on 

8/30/18 advising pregnant and 

breastfeeding mothers to avoid
the drug completely

Cannabinoids bind to fat 

molecules, which are abundant in

breastmilk

Marijuana’s effects on 

developing babies could 

include low birth weight, and 

other developmental problems 

– including fatal anencephaly



CDPHE,

2019

Marijuana
vaping and 
dabbing up 

40+% among 
youth

14.8% increase

inyouth under age

15using marijuana

overthe past 2

years

400% increase 

in marijuana 

poisonings of 

children 0-9 

years of age

23,009 homes 

with children 

are not storing 

marijuana 

products

safely.

32,800 homes

where

children 1-14 

years of age are 

exposed to 

second-hand 

marijuana smoke.

2021 & 2019

Colorado 

Health 

Department 

Reports



101

%

45

%

Marijuana 
related 
hospitalizations
have increased 
since 
legalization

Colorad

o

Alask

a

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 2013-

2017; Alaska Department of Health and Social

Services, 2020

https://www.wcvb.com/article/5-investigates-what-s-in-your-weed/19581415


Comparison 
of Rates 
of Mental/Substa
nceUse
Disorders Associ
ated 
with Marijuana 
Use: National vs.
Colorado Data 
from the
National Survey 
on Drug Use
and Health

Past month 

marijuana 

use (age 18-

25)

Past year daily 

marijuana use 

(age 18-25)

Past month 

marijuana 

use (age 26+)

Substance

Use Disorder 

(SUD) (age

18+)

Co-occurring 

SUD and SMI

(age 18+)
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Washington  

103.2%

Calls to poison 
controlfor 
marijuana 
exposures in 
Colorado, 
Massachusetts, 
and Washington 
more than
doubled after
legalization.
Rocky Mountain HIDTA, 2019; Whitehill et. al., 2019; Washington Poison Center, 2018

Massachusett

s

140%↑

Colorado

112.8%↑
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ColoradoTraffic 
Fatalities where

the Driver
Tested  

Positivefor
Marijuana

Colorado Department of Transportation, 2020

Recreational 
marijuana legalization
implemented
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Colorad

o  

63%↑
since
2013

Washington
86.3%↑

since 2014

Oregon 

136%↑
since
2014

California  

45%↑
since
2016

Massachusett
s  

113%↑since 
2016

Nevada 
142%↑
since
2016

Michiga

n  44%↑

since
2017

Marijuana

Workplac

e Positivi

ty

https://learnaboutsam.org/marijuana-workforce-positivity-rates-skyrocketing-in-legal-states/



Colorado 
Marijuana 

Smuggling

States with Colorado Marijuana 

Authorities say they've intercepted thousands of shipments 
of marijuana leaving Colorado, destined for sale on the black 
market in other states. 

USA Today, 

2015



Marijuana 
businesses in 
Denver are 
concentrated 
in
communities 
of color

Locations of pot businesses. 

Dots represent businesses; 

neighborhoods shaded by 

income, lighter = lower-

income.

Denver neighborhoods

colored by race/ethnicity;

green = White; orange = 

Latino; purple = Black; red =

Asian; blue = Other.





A majority of 
localities in 

"legal" states 
have opted out 

of marijuana 
sales

California
80%

Alfonsi, 2019; Colorado Department of Revenue, 2019: Walsh, 2019; Oregon Liquor Control Commission, 

2019 

Colorad
o

64%Michiga
n

79%

Oregon
60%



My Reason for

Being Here



Your Voice on Marijuana
Issues

in the United States

Thank 
you!

luke@learnaboutsam.or

g

learnaboutsam.org


